Abstract
Introduction

48
Death is the end of life. No one can avoid it. As natural as our birth, it is an inherent part of 49 life, a natural episode of human existence [1] . Attitudes toward death vary and depend on the culture, 50 race and gender roles that shape a person's views of both life and death [2] [3] [4] . Death attitudes refer 51 to people's emotional reactions, evaluations and behavioral tendencies in response to the inevitable 52 fact of death and ideas about death [5] [6] [7] [8] . Initially, the measurement of attitudes toward death was 53 mainly used as a tool to evaluate the effectiveness of death education, and focused on fear and 54 anxiety. Subsequently, researchers have expanded this single dimension measurement to multi-55 dimensional measurement [9] . The current trend is to study a wide range of responses to death [10- had not yet interned or who were currently interning, and who voluntarily participated in this study.
98
Ethical considerations
99
The research ethics committee of the Xiang Ya Nursing School of Central South University 100 approved the study (IRB Approval Number:2018018). The participants were informed that they 101 were taking part in the study voluntarily and anonymously. They could withdraw at any time and 102 had the right to ignore questions they did not want to answer. Whatever they chose to do would not 103 jeopardize their employment conditions.
104
Data collection
105
The data were collected from April 2018 to June 2018, and 1,206 questionnaire meeting the 106 inclusion criteria. During the investigation, the response rate to the questionnaire was 96.2%.
107
Data were collected with questionnaire on the network by the researcher. This software comes 108 from Changsha Questionnaire Star Network Technology Co., Ltd. We invited students from 7 109 colleges in Mainland China using invitations sent to each year's WeChat group (WeChat, like using software that sends voice, pictures, video, text, and links over the Internet). Students participated by scanning a QR code and were directed to a website that contained a self-administered questionnaire for completion. 
114
Data collection tools
145
Each subscale has five items, using a Likert 5-point scale scoring method, that is, "strongly 146 disagree" scoring 1 point; "disagree" scoring 2 points; "neither agree nor disagree" scoring 3 points;
147
"agree" scoring 4 points; " strongly agree " scoring 5 points.
149
Results and findings
150 Among a total of 1,206 college students, including 388 males and 818 females, the highest 151 score was found in the dimension of neutral acceptance and the lowest in the dimensions of 152 approaching acceptance and escape acceptance. Gender is the only characteristic associated with all 153 five dimensions of death attitude measures in our study. Table 1 shows the average scores for the 154 full sample and for men and women separately. College students had the highest total scores on the 155 neutral acceptance dimension. Female students were significantly higher than male students on all men were significantly higher than women in the dimensions of fear of death, death avoidance, 158 approach acceptance and escape acceptance. Table 5 shows that the factors distinguishing men and women in our sample do not explain the 185 persistent gender differences in attitudes toward death. Gender is a highly significant predictor of 186 all death attitudes controlling for all differences between genders listed in Table 5 . Year in school, 187 a surrogate for age differences in this relatively age-homogeneous sample, mental illness and 188 discussions about death in the home are factors that have significant associations with most of the 189 five scales. However, gender differences persist when adjusting for these gender-differentiated 190 variables. None of the differences we observe in Table 4 , even those that appear as significant 191 predictors of death attitudes in Table 5 , can explain the gender difference. Table 6 shows that the largest gender differences appear on several items that provoke 196 substantial disagreement from both genders. Over these items target avoidance of thinking about 197 death, the concept that death ends everything, and the idea that death is an escape from suffering.
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Although both men and women frequently reject these ideas, women show a stronger rejection. The 199 average gender differences in subscales reflect these items more than others. While many 200 respondents of both genders do not shy away from thoughts of death, women appear more likely to 201 allow these thoughts into their consciousness. Furthermore, most women do not their see their own 202 death as the end of everything, perhaps because their societal role emphasizes the preparation of a 203 generation that will survive them. Nearly two-thirds of women rejected the idea that death is an 204 escape from suffering, compared to only half of the men. These results suggest that the gender 205 differences we observe are not of a piece. They appear for some kinds of attitudes and disappear for 206 others. We see that most women in our sample do not push death out of their thoughts; they "do" 207 believe in something beyond death, and are not inclined to see death as a way to avoid suffering.
12 women's social and family status has to some extent improved, men still take on greater social and 223 family responsibilities, due to the influence of traditional Chinese ideology and culture [30] . In 224 China, male university students focus on going out into society after graduation, with the need to 225 achieve in their career and to support a family [31] . Soaring property prices in China will 226 undoubtedly add considerable burden to their future lives. Below, we consider some of the reasons 227 we observe gender differences in attitudes toward death, keeping in mind the overall context of 228 culturally-driven gender roles that persist, even in a society that is modernizing rapidly.
229
Possible explanations for our findings on gender differences 
243
women naturally acquire the identity of mother from the moment a child is born. This identity is 244 based on blood relationship and is accompanied by a child's birth. Therefore, the influence of the 245 mother on the child is the child's earliest influence [34] . Chinese women regard their children as a 246 continuation of their own lives, which means they have a huge investment in the future beyond their 247 own lives, so they are not afraid that death will end everything. 
